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What is Claimed is : 

1. An interactive television program guide 
system in which ^1 interactive television program guide 
is implemented on VL ser television equipment of a 
plurality of users A comprising : 

local\memory at the user television 
equipment of each user that is configured to store 
program guide data for\use by the interactive 
television program guide; and 

remote meVory at a location remote from 
the user television equipment that is configured to 
store supplemental data f§r access by the interactive 
television program guide o^i-demand by the user, wherein 
when the user accesses the \ supplemental data in the 
remote memory at least some\ of the supplemental data 
remains stored in the remot^ memory and is not 
transferred to the local meiri£>r} 

2. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 furfther comprising a 
television distribution facility configured to 
distribute television programming to the user 
television equipment of the plurality of users, wherein 
the remote memory is located in \the television 
distribution facility . 



3. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 further \comprising: 

a television distribution facility 
configured to distribute television programming to the 
user television equipment of the plurality of users, 
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wherein the. remote memory is " located at the television 
distributioA facility; and 

\ a main facility configured to provide 
the supplemental data to the remote memory and 
configured to provide the program guide data to the 
television distribution facility for redistribution to 
the local memory. 
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4. The \interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the program guide 
data includes television program listings and wherein 
the supplemental data\ includes detailed program 
descriptions for at least some of the television 
program listings, the isystem further comprising a 
television distributioi\ facility in which the remote 
memory is located. 
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5. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim l\ wherein the program guide 
data stored in the local memory can be accessed more 
rapidly with the interactive television program guide 
than the supplemental data\ stored in the remote memory. 



6. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wnerein the program guide 
data includes television program listings and wherein 
the supplemental data includes detailed program 
descriptions for at least some of the television 
program listings, the system further comprising a 
television distribution facilivty in which the remote 
memory is located, wherein the\ television program 
listings can be accessed more napidly with the 



■ - 30 - 

interactive ^television program guide than the detailed 
program descriptions . 



7. \The interactive television program guide 
system defined An claim 1 wherein: 

the user takes actions with the 
interactive television program guide that are 
indicative of a potential upcoming need for a given 
portion of the supplemental data; and 

the System is configured to 
automatically supply\the given portion of the 
supplemental data to the interactive television program 
guide in advance of tl\e upcoming need based on the 
actions of the user. 



8. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim \l wherein: 

the user takes actions with the 
interactive television program guide that are 
indicative of a potential \upcoming need for a given 
portion of the supplemental data; and 

the system is configured to 
automatically supply the giiven portion of the 
supplemental data to the interactive television program 
guide in advance of the upcoming need based on the 



actions of the user, whereir 



involve viewing certain procram listings . 



9. The interact! 
system defined in claim 1 wh 

the user take 



the actions of the user 



ve television program guide 
srein: 

5 actions with the user 



television equipment that are indicative of a potential 
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upcoming ne\^d for a given portion of the supplemental 
data; and 

the system is configured to 
automatically ^upply the given portion of the 
supplemental dav:a to the interactive television program 
guide in advance of the upcoming need based on the 
actions of the user. 
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10. Thd interactive television program guide 
system defined in alaim 1 wherein: 

the user takes actions with the user 
television equipment^ that are indicative of a potential 
upcoming need for a given jportion of the supplemental 
data; and 

the sydtenf is - conf igured to 
automatically supply the given portion of the 
supplemental data to tne interactive television program 
guide in advance of thel upcoming need based on the 
actions of the user, wherein the actions of the user 
involve tuning to certaip television programs. 



11. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim l\ wherein the supplemental data 
includes an application o^ application extension. 

12. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim lllwherein the application or 
application extension is a luser-selectable option. 



13. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 11 therein the application or 



application extension is launched automatically by the 
program guide\ 

14. \lhe interactive television program guide 
system defined jm claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes real-time information. 

15. The\ interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 14 wherein the real-time 
information is overlaid on the television program by 
the program guide on\an on-going basis. 

16. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes an Internet address 

17. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim i wherein the supplemental data 
includes an Internet address and wherein the 
interactive television pragram guide displays an 
information screen in which the Internet address is 
included as a link. \ 

18. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes real-time data and wherein the interactive 
television program guide displays an information screen 
in which the real-time data is displayed. 

19. The interactive; television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 




is displayed automatically by the program guide as soon 
as it is available. 

20. \ The interactive television program guide 
system defined\in claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes biographies . 

21. TWe interactive television program guide 
system defined in\claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes video cliras. 

22. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in cle^im 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes audio clips. 

23. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim\ 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes bitmap graphics. 

24. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim l\ wherein the supplemental data 
includes trivia information. 

25. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 1 wherein the supplemental data 
includes advertisements. \ 

26. A method forlusing an interactive 
television program guide sysltem in which an interactive 
television program guide is implemented on user 
television equipment of a plurality of users, the user 
television equipment containing local memory configured 



to store program guide data for use by the interactive 
television program guide and the system having remote 
memory at a location remote from the local memory, the 
remote memory Ybeing configured to store supplemental 
data for access by the interactive television program 
guide, comprising: 

accessing the program guide data stored 
in the local mempry with the interactive television 
program guide; and 

accessing the supplemental data stored 
in the remote memory with the interactive television 
program guide on-demand by the user, wherein when the 
supplemental data In the remote memory is accessed at 
least some of the supplemental data remains stored in 
the remote memory ar\d is not transferred to the local 
memory. 

27. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the interactive television program guide system 
comprises a television! distribution facility, the 
method further comprising: 

distributing television programming 
using the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment of the plurality of users, wherein 
the remote memory is located in the television 
distribution facility. 1 

28. The methodl defined in claim 26 further 
comprising: \ 

distributing television programming 
using the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment of tha plurality of users, wherein 
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the remote Aemory is located in the television 
distribution \f acility; and 

providing, using a main facility, the 
supplemental d^ta to the remote memory and the program 
guide data to the television distribution facility for 
redistribution to the local memory. 
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29. Th& method defined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the program guide hata includes television program 
listings and wherein the supplemental data includes 
detailed program descriptions for at least some of the 
television program listings. 




30. The method *defxtfed in claim 2 6 wherein 
the program guide datak stored in the local memory can 
be accessed more rapidly with the interactive 
television program guide than the supplemental data 
stored in the remote memory. 



31. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the program guide data includes television program 
listings and wherein the supplemental data includes 
detailed program descriptions for at least some of the 
television program listing^, the method further 
comprising : 

accessing this television program 
listings more rapidly with the interactive television 
program guide than the detailed program descriptions. 



32. The method defined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the user takes actions with the interactive television 
program guide that are indicative of a potential 
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upcoming need for a given portion of the supplemental 
data, the meuhod further comprising: 

\ configuring the system to automatically 
supply the given portion of the supplemental data to 
the interactive \t e l evis i° n program guide in advance of 
the upcoming need based on the actions of the user. 

33. The\ method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the user takes actAons with the interactive television 
program guide that are indicative of a potential 
upcoming need for a Viven portion of the supplemental 
data, the method further comprising: 

configuring the system to automatically 
supply the given portion of the supplemental data to 
the interactive television program guide in advance of 
the upcoming need based\on the actions of the user, 
wherein the actions of trie fiher involve viewing certain 
program listings. \ ( A^_^ 

34. The method\ defined in claim 26 wherein 
the user takes actions wit\h the user television 
equipment that are indicative of a potential upcoming 
need for a given portion o^ the supplemental data, the 
method further comprising: 

configuring 4he system to automatically 
supply the given. portion of tthe supplemental data to 
the interactive television program guide in advance of 
the upcoming need based on the actions of the user. 



35. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the user takes actions with the user television 
equipment that are indicative pf a potential upcoming 
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need for a giVen portion of the supplemental data, the 
method further^ comprising: 

.configuring the system to automatically 
supply the given portion of the supplemental data to 
the interactive Y e l ev i s i on program guide in advance of 
the upcoming need based on the actions of the user, 
wherein the actions of the user involve tuning to 
certain television\ programs . 



36. The ftiethod defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental datia includes an application or 
application extensiol 




37. The method deferred in claim 36 wherein 
the application or application extension is a user- 
selectable option. 



38. The methbd defined in claim 36 wherein 
the application or application extension is launched 
automatically by the program guide. 

39. The methoq defined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes real-time information. 

40. The method Idefined in claim 39 wherein 
the real-time information lis overlaid on the television 
program by the program guide on an on-going basis. 



41. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental data incluues an Internet address. 
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42. Tfae method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental Vela t a includes an Internet address and 
wherein the interactive television program guide 
displays an information screen in which the Internet 
address is included\as a link. 

43. The mdthod defined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the supplemental data\includes real-time data and 
wherein the interactive television program guide 
displays an information screen in which the real-time 
data is displayed. 



44. The methop. defined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the supplemental data is \ displayed automatically by the 
program guide as soon as \it isi available . 




45. The method tdefined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes biographies. 



46. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental data induces video clips. 

47. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental data includes audio clips. 

48. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental data includes bitmap graphics. 



49. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the supplemental data includes trivia information. 
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50. The Veth^d defined in claim 2 6 wherein 
the supplemental datXmcTudes advertisements. 

51. An interactive television program guide 
system in which an interactive television program guide 
is implemented on user television equipment of a 
plurality of users, comprising: 

local memory at the user television 
equipment of each user that is configured to store 
program guide data for use by the interactive 
television program guide; and 

remote memory at a location remote from 
the user television equipment that is configured to 
store supplemental data for access by the interactive 
television' program guide, wherein the user takes 
actions with the user television equipment that are 
indicative of a potential upcoming need for a given 
portion of the supplemental data and the system 
automatically supplies the given portion of the 
supplemental data from the remote memory to the 
interactive television program guide in advance of the 
upcoming need/ Based )on the actions 'of the user. 



52. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 further comprising a 
television distribution facility configured to 
distribute television programming to the user 
television equipment of the plurality of users, wherein 
the remote memory is located in the television 
distribution facility . 



53. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 further comprising: 

a television distribution facility 
configured to distribute television programming to the 
user television equipment of the plurality of users, 
wherein the remote memory is located at the television 
distribution facility; and 

a main facility configured to provide 
the supplemental data to the remote memory and 
configured to provide the program guide data to the 
television distribution facility for redistribution to 
the local memory. 

54. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the program guide 
data includes television program listings and wherein 
the supplemental data includes detailed program 
descriptions for at least some of the television 
program listings, the system further comprising a 
television distribution facility in which the remote 
memory is located. 

55. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the program guide 
data stored in the local memory can be accessed more 
rapidly with the interactive television program guide 
than the supplemental data stored in the remote memory. 

56. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the program guide 
data includes television program listings and wherein 
the supplemental data includes detailed program 
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descriptions for at least some of the television . 
program listings, the system further comprising a 
television distribution facility in which the remote 
memory is located, wherein the television program 
listings can be accessed more rapidly with the 
interactive television program guide than the detailed 
program descriptions. 



57. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein: 

the user takes actions with the 
interactive television program guide that are 
indicative of a potential upcoming need for a given 
portion of the supplemental data; and 

the system is configured to 
automatically supply the given portion of the 
supplemental data to the interactive television program 
guide in advance of the upcoming need based on the 
actions of the user with the interactive television 
program guide. 



58. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein: 

the user takes actions with the 
interactive television program guide that are 
indicative of a potential upcoming need for a given 
portion of the supplemental data; and 

the system is configured to 
automatically supply the given portion of the 
supplemental data to the interactive television program 
guide in advance of the upcoming need based on the 
actions of the user with the interactive television 
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program guide, wherein the actions of the user with the 
interactive television program guide involve viewing 
certain program listings. 

59. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the actions of the 
user involve tuning to certain television programs. 

60. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes an application or application extension. 

61. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 60 wherein the application or 
application extension is a user-selectable option. 



system defined in claim 60 wherein the application or 
application extension is launched automatically by the 
program guide. 

63. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes real-time information. 



system defined in claim 63 wherein the real-time 
information is overlaid on the television program by 
the program guide on an on-going basis. 



62. The interactive television program guide 



64. 



The interactive television program guide 
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65. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes an Internet address. 

66. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes an Internet address and wherein the 
interactive television program guide displays an 
information screen in which the Internet address is 
included as a link. 

67. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes real-time data and wherein the 
interactive television program guide displays an 
information screen in which the real-time data is 
displayed . 

68. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data is requested with the interactive television 
program guide on-demand by user actions with the 
interactive television program guide. 

69. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data is displayed automatically by the program guide as 
soon as it is available. 

70. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes biographies. 
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71. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes video clips . 

72. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes audio clips. 

73. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes bitmap graphics. 



74. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
*** data includes trivia information. 



75. The interactive television program guide 
system defined in claim 51 wherein the supplemental 
data includes advertisements. 

76. A method for using an interactive 
television program guide system in which an interactive 
television program guide is implemented on user 
television equipment of a plurality of users, the user 
television equipment containing local memory configured 
to store program guide data for use by the interactive 
television program guide and the system having remote 
memory at a location remote from the local memory, the 
remote memory being configured to store supplemental 
data for access by the interactive television program 
guide, comprising : 
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accessing the program guide data stored 
in the local memory with the interactive television 
program guide; and 

accessing the supplemental data stored 
in the remote memory with the interactive television 
program guide, wherein when the user takes actions with 
the user television equipment that are indicative of a 
potential upcoming need for a given portion of the 
supplemental data, the system automatically supplies 
the given portion of the supplemental data from the 
remote memory to the interactive television program 
guide in advance of the upcoming need based on the 
actions of the user. 

77. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the interactive television program guide system 
comprises a television distribution facility, the 
method further comprising: 

distributing television programming 
using the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment of the plurality of users, wherein 
the remote memory is located in the television 
distribution facility . 

78. The method defined in claim 76 further 
comprising : 

distributing television programming 
using the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment of the plurality of users, wherein 
the remote memory is located in the television 
distribution facility; and 



providing, using a main facility, the 
supplemental data to the remote memory and the program 
guide data to the television distribution facility for 
redistribution to the local memory. 

79. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the program guide data includes television program 
listings and wherein the supplemental data includes 
detailed program descriptions for at least some of the 
television program listings. 

80. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the program guide data stored in the local memory can 
be accessed more rapidly with the interactive 
television program guide than the supplemental data 
stored in the remote memory. 

81. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the program guide data includes television program 
listings and wherein the supplemental data includes 
detailed program descriptions for at least some of the 
television program listings, the method further 
comprising : 

accessing the television program 
listings more rapidly with the interactive television 
program guide than the detailed program descriptions. 

82. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the user takes actions with the interactive television 
program guide that are indicative of a potential 
upcoming need for a given portion of the supplemental 
data, the method further comprising: 
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configuring the system to automatically 
supply the 'given portion of the supplemental data to 
the interactive television program guide in advance of 
the upcoming need based on the actions of the user with 
the interactive television program guide. 

83. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the user takes actions with the interactive television 
program guide that are indicative of a potential 
upcoming need for a given portion of the supplemental 
data, the method further comprising: 

configuring the system to automatically 
supply the given portion of the supplemental data to 
the interactive television program guide in advance of 
the upcoming need based on the actions of the user with 
the interactive television program guide, wherein the 
"actions of the user with the interactive television 
program guide involve viewing certain program listings. 



84. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the actions of the user involve tuning to certain 
television programs . 

85. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes an application or 
application extension. 



86. The 

the application or 
selectable option. 



method defined in claim 85 
application extension is a 



wherein 
user- 
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87. The method defined in claim 85 wherein 
the application or application extension is launched 
automatically by the program guide. 

88. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the supplemental data includes real-time information. 

89. The method defined in claim 88 wherein 
the real-time information is overlaid on the television 
program by the program guide on an on-going basis. 

90. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes an Internet address. 

91. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the supplemental data includes an Internet address and 
wherein the interactive television program guide 
displays an information screen in which the Internet 
address is included as a link. 

92. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the supplemental data includes real-time data and 
wherein the interactive television program guide 
displays an information screen in which the real-time 
data is displayed. 

93. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the supplemental data is requested with the interactive 
television program guide on-demand by user actions with 
the interactive television program guide. 
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94. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the supplemental data is displayed automatically by the 
program guide as soon as it is available. 

95. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes biographies. 

96. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes video clips. 

97. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes audio clips. 



98. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes bitmap graphics. 



99. The method defined in claim 76 wherein 
the supplemental data includes trivia information. 



100. The method defined in claim 7 6 wherein 
the supplemental data includes advertisements. 




